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| FROM THE EDITOR | 


We Do 


When I was growing up in rural Minnesota, I craved more. I wanted to 
know more of this world, more of who's in it, more of how I fit into it, more of 
how I could help others fit in. I remember my mother either won our bought 
us tickets to see Sweet Honey in the Rock perform at the College of St. Bene- 
dict, still in rural Minnesota, but in a college town outside of St. Cloud. It was 
probably my first concert in a concert hall. I can remember the night was 
dark, in must not have been during the summer. I was in awe of these amazing 
women of color and their songs. Their voices. The fact that they used their 
bodies for percussion and how low the woman singing bass could go. They did 
not sit properly with their knees together, as women are supposed to sit, but 
sat as if they each had a cello between her legs. Instead of the posture to make 
room for an instrument, the posture was to make each of them an instrument. 
Тћеу gave me my senior solo that was about the AIDS quilt which I sang to a 
surprised audience a few years later: "They unfolded your lives, one by one. 
They laid out your patchwork under the sun.” They helped me be political 
with my singing voice. I have loved them all these 25 years since. 

Afew weeks ago, I was able to see them share the stage with Cantus, our 
own a cappella superstars, at Orchestra Hall. I'd already seen Cantus with 
Chanticleer recently and was absolutely gobsmacked by the talent within 
that small and mighty group of men. Cantus, who has been in the news for 
bringing a bit more politics into their programming recently. Cantus, who 
rose even higher in my esteem because of this programming. With the 
members of Sweet Honey in the Rock (which includes an American Sign 
Language interpreter as a matter of course), Cantus brought us all along for 
an evening of meshing music and cultures and styles and rhythms. It was as 
if we were at a wedding and the two families who would be brought together 
by the union were starting to dance. They each showed who they are, and 


then they joined together and brought us with them on their musical jour- 
ney of give and take, learning and growing. 

One of the songs that always soothes my soul is "We Are..." from Sweet 
Honey's 1996 album Sacred Ground. They sang it when they were on stage in 
Minneapolis and it reminded me of some of the themes I've talked about in 
this magazine. How this community is full of people who belong to each other. 
How what binds us together is a love, and the politics that surround that love. 
How we stand on the shoulders of giants and have our chosen family mem- 
bers, as well as how we pass on an inheritance to those who come after us in 
this community. There is a very real legitimacy that this community struggles 
to keep after seeming to have attained it in a few areas, but this song is a re- 
minder about how it never hurts to validate ourselves and what we're doing; 
that we exist and we do things, both simple and complex. The song starts 
very simply, “For each child that's born a morning star rises and sings to the 
universe who we are." And later, the refrain reminds us and then reiterates 
how "We are sisters of mercy, brothers of love, lovers of life and the builders 
of nations. We are seekers of truth, keepers of faith, makers of peace and the 
wisdom of ages. We are our grandmothers' prayers. We are our grandfathers' 
dreamings. We are the breath of our ancestors. We are the spirit of God." 

So, whether you take that song literally or figuratively, sacredly or secu- 
larly, we are the people who have inherited roles in this community and we 
also will be passing our roles on to the next. We are grandchildren and we 
will be grandparents. This community is a family and we bring our own to 
it as we bring them together with others at a wedding. By saying, “We do." 

We are. We do. We will be. Together. 

With love, 

Andy 
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[ A WORD IN EDGEWISE | 


by Е. В. Boatner 


Looking Ahead - and Behind 


What will be the outcome of any given marriage of two loving minds? 
I'm by no means your go-to guy for marriage advice, mine own having 
lasted the previously mentioned two years less two days. 

Still, that proved a longer run than Romeo and Juliet's 48 hours. The 
Guthrie's recent production of Shakespeare's classic emphasized that 
mayfly brevity. Their kinetic youth and hormone-fueled emotions vibrate 
through the other young people of the feuding Montague and Capulet 
clans; insults hurled, gestures insultingly displayed, threats shouted in 
the public square. Rowdy, open-sword-carrying teens unwilling to be 
bested or dissed: what could go wrong? Over them all looms a tower, its 
clock face lit, hands turning remorselessly as it counts down towards the 
doomed youngsters' demise. 

Young they were; Juliet not quite 14, Romeo, of indeterminate age, 
embodying every love-struck teen. On Sunday, Romeo first sees Juliet. 
Sparks fly; he erases the previously desired Rosaline. Monday, Romeo 
and Juliet marry and consummate the union. Tuesday-Wednesday, clan 
complications and plots. Thursday evening, they are dead. Mere hours 
from first spark to the dying of the light. 


Time flows for all couples, yet there is always that first spark, and, 
inevitably, that last light. The question is, how best to use the time in- 
between. My observations, if not experiences, lead me to suggest one 
particular thing to the marriage-bound: 

Keep that spark lit, as early settlers banked an ember, however small, 
to light the next day's fire, for as Loretta and Conway sang it, "There's 
nothing cold as ashes, after the fire is gone." 

Keep your personal spark as well: old friends, hobbies, interests 
and enthusiasms. If you relinquish your spark, how can you contin- 
ue to light the daily fire? There will be adjustments for couplehood, 
but keep on skiing, painting, playing poker, having wine with a pal. 
Some couples cleave together till death them do part, while others 
split, and must take up single life again. It's prudent to have friends 
available in good times and bad. 

I suppose mine's not the coup-de-foudre, romantic vision of marriage 
(two years less two days?) but in addition to cultivating that spark, one 
might also consider the old Roman, “Si vis pacem, para bellum,” or the 
more contemporary Boy Scout, “Be Prepared." m 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC 4BC378021 


www.houseliftinc.com 


12 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 12-25, 2017 


STYLE -FUNCTION - VALUE 


MODERN 


Features Unique, Luxurious, 
Handcrafted Eyewear 


TRUST 


раке" 


N 
|| 


\ 
iè 


Ді 


а % 


Be sure to check out Swanoptik.com 
(Coming Soon!) 
651-646-8080 • moderneyewearoptical.com 
1600 University Ave. W, Suite #4, St. Paul, MN 55104 


| 
i 


BigGayNews.com for your 
weekday news featuring 
Local, National and 
International GLBT News. 


With more than 80, 000 followers on Twitter, 
BigGayNews.com is your number one GLBT news source. 


Whether it's your favorite Баг ог 
Sunday brunch, make sure your 


fun is free from tobacco. Because 


even the occasional cigarette can do 


harm. So go out, have fun, and 


shine free from tobacco. 


Socially Sawy: Get in the Game 


BY SEAN RYAN AND EDWARD PIECHOWSKI 


Downton Abbey fans flocked to get a glimpse of the stylish set, to see 
people doing glamorous things while wearing their best outfits, sipping 
martinis, and dining in the grandest fashion. It's no surprise that their 
post-dinner retreat was to a table in the well-appointed drawing room 
for a game of cards. That game of cards was always Bridge. Our winters 
have not been the same without the Granthams' witty banter, so let's 
create some of our own over a round of cards. We're teaming up with the 
University Club of Saint Paul to host “Bridge & Cocktails at the Club." It 
high time we step out in a stylish outfit and live our own Downton Life. 

Bridge at the club kicks off on Sunday, October 15. Offered at the 
historic University Club on gorgeous Summit Avenue, the weekly event 
will be open to club members and non-members alike. Whether you're a 
beginning player or a card shark, this gathering will be the perfect place 
to develop your technique. Feel free to bring a friend—or to make new 
ones over the winter! 

Beginners will be given hands-on classes with teaching and coaching 
them on the basic skills of play. Bridge is a game where strategy and 
communication merge, so be ready to be social! More advanced players 
who are familiar with the game will have access to the coach to ask ques- 
tions and hone their skills to better communicate with their partners. 
Тће process of bidding and conveying points can be tricky for even the 
most experienced players! 

We promise a friendly environment in which you can gain the knowl- 
edge and skills to navigate the game of Bridge—and to enjoy the afternoon. 


Join us, your hosts, Edward and Sean of Socially Savvy. Together we 
will broaden our social networks, develop some new skills, and revive 
an old passion. 

Get in the Game: This year we will be the stylish people doing the 
glamorous things in the tasteful environment of the University Club. To- 
gether, we'll be living the Downton lifestyle. 


DETAILS 

What: Bridge at the Club 

When: Begins Sunday, October 15, 1:30-4:30 p.m. 

Where: The University Club of Saint Paul, 420 Summit Avenue, Saint Paul 
Please RSVP to the club at 651-222-1751 


www.owensco.com 


952.854.3800 
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Photo courtesy of Urban Growler Brewing Company 


«GETTING HITCHED" — 


URBAN GROWLER BREWING COMPANY PROVIDES 
TIME TO VOW AND SPACE TO WOW 


When you hoof your way through the Capital City's Saint Anthony 
Park neighborhood, it's not hard to invoke an earlier time, especially 
when you get to 2325 Endicott Street. You notice straw-colored brick 
that, supported by licorice-colored steel, forms a farm-like edifice, and, 
as if recalling a dead stranger's memories, you can almost see a tweed- 
hatted, denim-swathed laborer fastening a wagon's pole shaft to its trace, 
its trace to its harness, and its harness to its reins. You can almost hear 
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the rhythmic clip-clop-clip of hooves leaving the building, the round, 
wooden grind of a wagon's spoked wheels as it gossips with the cobble- 
stones. You can almost whiff the smell of...the smell of...well, it's prob- 
ably best not to dwell on the pongs of that Gilded Age. 

If you tread past the doorlike windows and enter through the windowy 
door leading to Suite 11, you'll find an inviting establishment that has come 
into existence only recently—relatively speaking, that is. Urban Growler 


— — - ) 
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Brewing Company was opened in July 2014 
by head brewer Deb Loch and her part- 
ner, Jill Pavlak. These two combined their 
complementary skills and passions to cre- 
ate great beer, food, and space for everyone. 

That last point is key. “Everyone needs 
to feel loved and accepted,” Deb Loch elab- 
orates. “Today there’s so much that divides 
us. At Urban Growler, Jill and I wanted 
to create a culture where we could come 
together—GOP, DFL, gay, straight, what- 
ever—where we're brought together by a 
common culture...beer.” 

That last point is key, as well. Urban Growler isn’t just a trendy tap- 
room, it’s a packaging microbrewery. That means that beer crafted in the 
brewery taproom is poured into kegs and further distributed to metro 
area retailers. (Growlers, not incidentally, are handled, refillable half- 
gallon bottles popular amongst beer connoisseurs. ..because moderation 
is for frou-frou wine drinkers.) 

The in-house hops soda can also be enjoyed within the building 
where it was created, that building being a repurposed horse stable used 
by the Saint Paul Police Department before the invention of the high- 
speed chase. The Urban Growler features a kitchen, a taproom, a beer 
garden, and a patio, and that’s not all: it also includes places that can take 
that space-for-everyone-ness to its most strident form: marriage. 

Loch and Pavlak know about that particular institution—they are, in 
fact, life partners as well as business partners...and although their mar- 
riage ceremony was a low-key affair that predated the opening of their 
business, it left a mark on their approach when aiding and abetting the 


matrimonies of others. “Our main goal is 
to make it easy for people,” Loch assures. 
“We meet with the couples and figure out 
what they want and what we can offer. 
We're always trying to reduce their stress. 
Тћеге are so many possibilities." 

'The opportunity to borrow space itself 
arrived in gradating possibilities. Urban 
Growler's first rental area was an upstairs 
room nicknamed, for the obvious reason, 
the Hayloft. Spatial capacity was increased 
with the addition of the Barrel Room. An 
even-more-recent addition has compounded 
potential social volume to nearly-Madonna-wedding-levels...that is, Urban 
Growler can now accommodate from 150 to 175 possible wedding guests. 

This area has been used for multiple rehearsal dinners, myriad wed- 
ding receptions, and precisely one nuptial ceremony. "So far," Loch quali- 
fies. "Many of the renters create themes for their weddings or their din- 
ners. The only limit is their imagination. The exposed brick creates real 
ambience. It's not just a dinner—it's an experience." 

Loch reports “rave reviews" from people who have turned the space 
into their own experience...but when pressed, they've made suggestions 
that led to improvements in air conditioning and accessibility. Says Loch, 
“We’re always listening." 

The establishment's website promises, “neighborhood atmosphere, 
specialty house-made beers and tasty food menu come together to create 
a memorable event for you and your guests." You might not think of a 
brewery as place to say your vows, but a repurposed stable might, in fact, 
be the perfect place to get hitched. 


Although parking can be a misadventure within Saint Anthony Park, 
it's not much of an issue for visitors of the Urban Growler in search of a 
hitching post. A large parking lot is adjacent to the former stable, and 
other lots abound in the area. Further, because the Urban Growler is 
helpfully surrounded by roads, on-street parking is also available. 

Once inside, you have multiple options where celebrating is con- 
cerned. The first of these is the commodious Barrel Room, part of which 
is offered for your partying needs. When it's not teeming with celebrants 
indulging in its singular character, the Barrel Room also serves, as its 
name implies, as a barrel aging room. The space can be configured for 
seated meetings or cocktail height tables for receptions and socializing. 

If you're not stairs-averse, you might consider the Hayloft, which 
looms over the Taproom. It can house up to 49 partiers, thanks to its 
previous iteration as an actual, lowercase-h hayloft, harkening back to 
its years as fuel storage for the police horses who protected and served 
your great-grandparents. Much like the Barrel Room, the Hayloft can be 
configured in any number of ways. 

Тће Taproom is available for rent exclusively on Mondays, the par- 
ticulars of which are handled on a case-by-case basis. And, come to think 
of it, if you're the type of person who would want to get married on a 
Monday, you're probably not going to set foot inside a brewing company 
in the first place. 

Regardless of the day, catering options abound: a virtual tray-o-co- 
pia is available—veggie trays, fruit trays, sandwich trays, and hummus 
trays, each accompanied by a side of appropriately savory garnish; finger 
foods are available for your tactile and gustatory pleasure—spinach dip 
crostini, bruschetta, chips and pico, beer cheese ball and crackers which 


CIRCLING THE WAGONS—REHEARSING, RECEIVING, 
OR BETROTHING AT URBAN GROWLER 


serves 15 to 20 guests...or five writers. 

The buffet proffers two possibilities: a carnitas bar served with 
cheese, pico de gallo, and sour cream or spinach and artichoke dip 
served with tortilla chips, bad carbs be damned. 

And then there’s everybody’s favorite indulgence, dessert—cookie 
trays, brownie trays, cheesecake trays. Urban Growler offers no penalty 
for those who, like us, order All Of The Above. 

Obviously, beer is what makes Urban Growler unique amongst simi- 
lar space-renters. Urban Growler recommends such a service be taken 
in the Hayloft which has its own bar. The beer itself is made in 10-bar- 
rel batches under the watchful eye of Deb Loch, who attained the rank 
of Master Brewer in specific deference to her ownership. “Our brews 
may be traditional,” the website supposes, “like Cowbell Cream Ale®, 
non-traditional like our Big Boot™ Rye IPA, or inventive like our Plow to 
Pint® Series that uses the harvest of local farmers to create beers with a 
unique twist.” The buds-blowing selection adds a whole new meaning to 
the phrase “hitting the hay.” 

The Urban Growler requires a $25, non-refundable booking fee, as 
well as two weeks advance confirmation with final food and guest count. 
No outside food or beverages are allowed, but seriously—who would 
have room for either at this point, anyway? ІШ 


URBAN GROWLER 

2325 Endicott Street, Suite 11 
Saint Paul, MN 55114 
651-340-5793 
www.urbangrowlerbrewing.com 
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Meeting the love of your life while doing one of your fa- 
vorite things is just about the most ideal situation that could 
happen. For Kai and Brett Chin, this was the beginning of 
their unique love story. The couple met in the Twin Cities Gay 
Men's Chorus in February 2012, and were engaged in just a 
little over a year in August 2013. 

Kai popped the question after consulting Brett's cousin 
about the best way to go about the proposal, which he advised 
was to propose while doing something that they both love. 
“We just moved to Boston in July, and Brett signed us up to 
do the Freedom Trail 5K, a historical guided 5K run, which 
shows you Boston's most historical sites. They said it would 
be a light workout, so I thought I would be okay since I'm not 
arunner. The whole time I had the ring in my pocket, which 
I bought for him in Buenos Aires, Argentina while we were 
sailing on Semester at Sea, and I was so nervous that I would 
lose the ring. We were running on the last leg of this run. I was 
so nervous, tired, and my knee hurt so bad, and Brett kept on 
insisting that we could stop. I kept on telling him no because I 
just wanted to get to the end of this run. We finally got to the 
end at the USS Constitution in the Charlestown Naval Yard 
where we jumped on a ferry that sails across harbor back to 
downtown Boston," Kai explains. 

While the perfect moment presented itself, Kai just couldn't 
work up the courage to ask Brett the question that had been 
burning a small ring-shaped hole in his pocket. Kai repeatedly 
filled the empty air with “I love yous,” but he couldn't muster 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 
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up the courage to pop the question...yet. 

^We finally got off the ferry and started walking around down- 
town by the aquarium and found a bench on the corner of India 
Street and John Fitzgerald Road where I sat Brett down and 
popped the question. He didn't answer for a second or two, so I felt 
like I had to fill the silence with how much I love him. Then he put 
his hand on my shoulder and said, ‘Kai, of course,” says Kai. 

Brett and Kai, engaged for nearly four years, tied the knot on 
June 17, 2017 at the Minnesota Zoo. “We wanted something differ- 
ent. We wanted a wedding where our guests would have an experi- 
ence and something that was kid-friendly. When we entered Dis- 
covery Bay, we realized that we wouldn't need to decorate much. 
We were surrounded by over 1.1 million gallons of water, and the 
glow from the tanks was so beautiful and calming,” Brett says. 

'To get in the zoo spirit, Brett's brother supplied some animal 
masks that he frequently wears with friends to take funny pictures. 
The wedding upheld the fantastic zoo environment that wowed 
Brett and Kai, despite them having to change their original venue 
plan. "We were supposed to have our ceremony outside at the 
Lakeside Terrace but it was raining so we ended up having our cer- 
emony inside at the Tropics Trail, which was an amazing option. 
The reception was inside at Discovery Bay," says Brett. 

Тће couple was surrounded by beloved friends and family, and the 
officiant was even a friend they met at Semester at Sea, Lisa Slavid. 
Additionally, Brett's younger brother, Ryan Chin, his girlfriend, Vivian 
Wan, Brett's best friend and fraternity big brother, Christopher Aston, 
and Brett's cousins, Michael and Kimi Van Wickle stood up for him. 
Kai's brother and sister, Will Nesset and Maren Schletz, Kai's brother- 
in-law, Nick Schletz, his best friends, Nathan Pendergrass and Ali Ko- 
chman, and his cousin, Kellen McGill, stood up for Kai. 

With 165 guests, Brett and Kai had their work cut out for them 
to find food and desserts that would feed—and satisfy—every 
mouth at the wedding. ^We really wanted an ice cream cake but the 
logistics for serving ice cream cake wouldn't work for the amount 
of people that we had. We decided on red velvet cupcakes with 
sweet cream cheese filling, icing, and freshly-sliced strawberries; 
triple turtle devil's food cupcakes loaded with creamy fudge, cara- 
mel drizzle, and candied pecans; and luscious lemon buttery lemon 
cupcakes with lemon mousse and candied lemon," says Brett. 

For dinner, Brett and Kai wanted to combine some of their fa- 
vorite foods by doing one of their favorite things: making a meal 
out of appetizers. The guests had a wide variety of options includ- 
ing street tacos, macaroni and cheese, slider burgers, and french 
fry, salad, and fruit bars. 
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Choosing what to wear was another obvious choice for Kai and 
Brett, who both knew that they wanted to wear the same thing 
while incorporating the colors gray and navy blue. The couple 
ended up finding the perfect Calvin Klein suits from Men's Ware- 
house. However, the suits weren't the only decision to be made, 
and Brett suggests that couple's in the process of wedding plan- 
ning should consider all other factors, too. 

"Think about your budget: how much are you willing to spend? 
Also, start planning at least a year in advance, if not more. Once 
you have a date, book the venue right away, then book your pho- 
tographer, florist, and DJ as soon as you can. If you are using Da- 
vid's Bridal for any of the dresses, reserve/buy the dresses early. 
We must have picked up a popular style because the dresses were 
on backorder for almost a year. Use theknot.com for your wedding 
information; it's a great way to organize everything and let your 
guests know all of your information for the wedding and gift regis- 
try. Lastly, be flexible and open to changing your mind,” he says. 

Despite all of the details that needed to be considered and the 
chaos that ensued, Brett and Kai have only positive memories of 
the big day. “Му favorite part of the wedding was the first moment 
that Kai and I entered the Tropics Trail to the ceremony and saw 
all of our family and friends' faces. I was hit with a wave of emotion 
and could feel all of the love in the room. I didn't know where to 
look. When I first came out, I never thought that I would find the 
love of my life and get married, so feeling all of this love was the 
greatest feeling in the world," Brett says. 

“Besides what Brett mentioned, another favorite moment was 
when my dad played his guitar. He sang ‘Stand By Me’ and got 
the rest of the guests to sing along with him. I was so touched 
and overwhelmed with emotions. There is a picture of me hugging 
Brett, crying and taking in the moment," adds Kai. 

As Brett and Kai stand by each other, the memories they've 
made—from their chorus days to their wedding day—will continue 
to build as they share a lifetime of happiness together. ш 


RESOURCES: 

Photographer: Studio Laguna Photography 

Date of Wedding: June 17, 2017 

Dating Since: February 5, 2012 

Location of Ceremony: Tropics Trail at the Minnesota Zoo 
Location of Reception: Discovery Bay at the Minnesota Zoo 
Florist: Wisteria Design Studio 

Wedding Coordinator: Provided by the Minnesota Zoo 

DJ and Photobooth: Music Mix Entertainment 

Cupcakes: Lancer Catering 

Invitations: Costco 
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Cafe & Bar Lurcat is an obvious choice when looking for 
a wedding venue in Minneapolis. With its elegant indoor and 
outdoor settings, Cafe & Bar Lurcat is sure to bring the ro- 
mance to any wedding, leaving the couple—and the guests— 
swooning. What makes it even better is the love story that 
resides behind the fancy staircases, old brick walls, and twin- 
kling lights. That is the love story between Cafe & Bar Lurcat 
manager, Michelle Jensen, and her wife, Jessica Jensen. 

Having met 10 years ago at a restaurant where the two 
worked, Michelle and Jessica quickly became best friends. 
Fast forward seven years, and the couple officially tied the 
knot on Sept. 20, 2014 at what was their obvious venue choice: 
Cafe & Bar Lurcat. “When marriage equality passed [in Min- 
nesota], we had been together for six years, so to us there was 
never a time to pop the question, that had been settled long 
ago. We immediately started planning our wedding for the fol- 
lowing year and we already knew that it had to be at Café & 
Bar Lurcat,” says Jessica. 

Once the couple began planning their wedding, they 
knew right away that they wanted it to be elegant and roman- 
tic by using simple colors like black and ivory. “We kept the 
floral design simple and beautiful, and trusted John Veda to 
run with his own vision. He incorporated lots of green, soft 
pale pinks, and white into the arrangements. We loved our 
bouquets!” says Michelle. 

Cafe & Bar Lurcat offers a variety of outdoor patios and 
indoor banquet rooms to hold wedding ceremonies and recep- 
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tions, and Michelle and Jessica 
were so entranced by the beauty 
of them all that they decided to 
use the entire venue. The cer- 
emony was held in the Cafe Lur- 
cat, followed by a cocktail hour 
on one of the outdoor patios 
sprinkled with pretty lights and 
scenery. 

Тће couple's wedding was a 
definite crowd pleaser for their 
104 guests, but the wedding 
party might have been the ones 
to have the most fun. ^We each 
had three people who stood up 
for us and gave them our own 
titles" Michelle says. On Jes- 
sica's side it was Best Man David 
Reyes, Queen B Rebecca Bann 
Aslakson, and First Lady Kim 
Oppegard. On Michelle's side it 
was Best Man Michael Winton- 
Spatafora, Maid of Honor Kristin Kimball, and Bridesmaid Becky 
Hummer. They also had a ring bearer, Aaron Litschke. 

However, the members of the wedding party that got the most 
attention weren't even the ones standing beside the brides. “When 
we started telling people we were getting married, we had a weird 
phenomenon of several of our gay male friends asking if they could 
be our flower girl—and they were serious! We couldn't pick just 
one, so we said they all six could go down the aisle. They really 
stole the show!" says Jessica. 

"Our "flower girls" were Ian Pernick, Jason Cofer, Anthony Ab- 
dallah, Ryan Gagnon, Bruce Anderson, and Dave Michela. They 
all wore matching Vera Wang tuxedos. These gentlemen stole the 
show during the ceremony by twirling down the aisle and tossing 
purple orchids from giant martini glasses. During cocktail hour, 
they drank martinis from them, too. They all had moments dur- 
ing the wedding that we will never forget. Our photographer, Alex 
Johnson, captured them perfectly. We have spent years growing 
together and these guys are our family," Michelle adds. 

Jessica and Michelle's wedding, catered by Cafe & Bar Lurcat, 
had several dessert options. The two cut into a ^wedding white" 
cake made by D'Amico & Partners pastry chef Leah Henderson, 
and the guests were able to try a variety of desserts with the des- 
sert bar that offered petit fours and a coffee station. 

^We were offered a complementary tasting at Café & Bar 
Lurcat. We were able to create our dream menu. Apple, cheese 
& chive salad, Berkshire pork tenderloin, sea bass marinated in 
miso, roasted cauliflower, and the seven oz. beef tenderloin were 
our favorites. To this day people tell us that this is the best food 
they've ever been served at a wedding," Michelle and Jessica say. 

As the manager of Cafe & Bar Lurcat, Michelle often reflects 
on her own wedding experience when helping couples plan their 
big days at the venue. "I had no idea that I would actually end up 
doing the same thing for couples as we had both done for our own 
wedding. After our wedding, the *wedding bug' stayed with me. I 
look back at our experiences when helping navigate couples that 
I work with at Lurcat now. I really enjoy working with couples and 
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their families. It takes me back to 
the most magical day of my life," 
she says. 

Today, Michelle helps a num- 
ber of couples between May and 
late October, Cafe & Bar Lurcat's 
busy wedding season, as well as 
a growing number of winter wed- 
dings. “Lurcat accommodates 
weddings of all sizes,” she says, 
“there’s a lot of love at Lurcat.” 

Between the two brides, 
nearly every aspect of the wed- 
ding contributed to their favorite 
moments. “The music was great, 
start to finish. We had the Loring 
String Quartet play during our 
ceremony, the Benny Weinbeck 
Jazz Trio during cocktails and 
dinner, and longtime friend DJ 
Lenka Paris kept us all dancing 
into the night. As a music fan, to 
me that was awesome. Also, hearing our guests laughing as our 
flower girls twirled down the aisle. Nobody likes a boring wed- 
ding!” Jessica says. 

“Му favorite part was] when I stood hand-in-hand with Jess, 
holding back tears of joy and finally being announced as a married 
couple. I was so emotional, especially while waiting to start the 
ceremony. ГЇЇ never forget it," says Michelle. 

After the unforgettable wedding, Michelle and Jessica took off 
on a honeymoon to enjoy a few nights in a cottage at Larsmont in 
'Two Harbors, Minnesota which allowed the couple to slow down 
and appreciate each other's company after the chaos of planning 
such an extravagant wedding. Additionally, they took a trip to 
Maui, Hawaii after the holidays when they had more time for a 
long vacation. 

Michelle wants everyone to enjoy their weddings as much as 
she and Jessica loved theirs, which is why she isn't shy to give 
people advice during the wedding planning process. "Selecting a 
venue with amazing food and service should be at the top of the 
list. It doesn't matter if you are celebrating with an outdoor bar- 
becue or in a nice restaurant. You and your guests will remember 
delicious food, and they will never forget great service. Most im- 
portantly, it's your wedding, and it should represent you," she says. 

With the beautiful scenery, romantic lighting and architec- 
ture, and delicious dinner and desserts of Cafe & Bar Lurcat, 
Michelle and Jessica's wedding definitely did just that: it repre- 
sented them. м 


RESOURCES: 

Photographer: Alex Johnson, Alex Johnson Photography 
Date of Wedding: September 20, 2014 

Dating Since: September 20, 2007 

Location of Ceremony: Café Lurcat 
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AISLE FOR ALL AGES 


ос ро 


BY KASSIDY TARRALA 


I think the best thing about it not being the 1950s anymore is that it’s not 
the 1950s anymore. Women can openly love women, men can openly love 
men, and people can ditch the labels and love whoever they decide to love. 
We still have a long way to go, but in contrast to the classic 1950s nuclear 
family comprised of a hardworking husband and a housewife clad in a floral 
apron and resentment, we've come a long way from what once was "tradi- 
tional." With moving past the "traditional" lifestyle comes changing the "tra- 
ditional” relationship. Although commonly represented as a young, happy 
couple starting their careers and moving into the next stage of their lives, 
it's time to recognize that people of all ages can find love—whether that be 
for the first or twelfth time. This is why I've put together a list of tips to help 
senior citizens who are in the process of planning a wedding. 

Get a wedding planner. 

After years full of life-changing experiences and newfound wisdom, it 
can seem almost foolish to ask for help to plan a wedding—especially if 
this isn't your first time down the aisle. Despite your previous knowledge 
or experience, asking for help from a professional will undoubtedly take 
a load of unnecessary stress off of your shoulders. 

Change it up. 

If you've already experienced a great love story in your lifetime, it's likely 
you're looking for ways to make this one seem fresh and exciting, not a 
repeat of the last. Use this new adventure you and your partner are about to 
embark on as a way to try something new. Blush-colored wedding dresses 
are especially popular among senior citizen brides as they bring something 
new while still maintaining the elegance of a traditional wedding. 

Step outside of your comfort zone. 

Coinciding with the last tip, many senior citizens choose to renew 
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their vows with their significant others. While it may be tempting to rec- 
reate the moment you two first said “I do,” it’s important that you don't 
get too stuck in the past. Changing small details like the type of flowers, 
the venue, or the desserts can bring a breath of fresh air to your vow 
renewal. For couples tying the knot for the first time, taking a step out of 
your comfort zone can be a good start to a new marriage. Perhaps hav- 
ing an exotic destination wedding or taking dance lessons prior to the 
wedding to show off some new fun, choreographed moves will put more 
excitement in your new romance. 

Cut down the guest list. 

Friends, family members, old coworkers—you might find that your 
preliminary guest list is never-ending, which can be overwhelming and 
costly. Cutting down the list can save you from spending too much and 
getting too stressed. Having a small wedding by only inviting family and 
close friends can be more intimate than a larger wedding. After all, it's all 
about appreciating the important things in life, right? 

Don't feel like you can't have a registry. 

You're probably not pining for new kitchen appliances, china, or home 
furnishings, but that doesn't mean you can't register for wedding gifts. A 
lot of older couples use their registry Юг а honeymoon that they wouldn't 
be able to afford on their own. Registering for experiences rather than 
things might be more suitable for you and your significant other so the 
two of you can try something you've never done before. 

Weddings aren't just for young couples; they're for anyone in love. So 
whether this is your first or third time saying "I do," you can have the 
wedding of your dreams. As they say, have your cake and eat it, too... 
literally. ш 
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ROMANCE ON 
THE DANUBE 


RIVER CRUISING THROUGH PRAGUE, 
VIENNA & BUDAPEST 


ONO 


BY ERIC POOLE / PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF BRAND G VACATIONS 


If you're in search of the perfect honeymoon spot, there is nowhere in 
the world quite as romantic as the Danube. This river, which flows from 
Germany to the Black Sea, is home to some of the most beautiful and 
picturesque cities on the planet. 

And with just one river cruise, you can hit the romance trifecta: 
Prague, Vienna, and Budapest (with a side trip to Salzburg!). 


PRAGUE 

Prague was spared from bombing during WWIII, so its cobblestone 
streets, gothic cathedrals, and astounding palace complex (the largest in 
the world) resembles a storybook come to life. You'll feel like you should 
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braid your hair and skip down the street. (This goes for the women, too.) 

Be sure to walk across the Charles Bridge at sunrise or sunset. One 
of Prague's most photographed landmarks, it features 16 arches and 
three towers and is outrageously romantic. The tower on the Old Town 
side is considered to be one of the most astonishing gothic buildings in 
the world. And gracing both sides of the nearly half-mile long bridge are 
30 statues that practically beg for a selfie. 

Prague's Old Town is insanely charming. And in the middle of itis the 
renowned Astronomical Clock, a huge, medieval tower erected in 1410 
with a timepiece that resembles a giant Bavarian cuckoo clock. Every 
hour on the hour, the clock performs a wonderful show that draws hun- 


dreds of spectators, many of whom kiss. 

Prague is not actually on the Danube, but it's typically used as the 
beginning or end point for river cruises, because of its close proximity to 
Passau, Germany, where the river cruises depart. 


VIENNA 

Vienna is probably the grandest city in all of Europe. The buildings 
are gorgeous, the people are even more gorgeous (you kind of want to 
slap them), and everyone dresses like they're walking a runway. 

The Ringstrasse is the wide, splendid boulevard that surrounds the 
center of Vienna. Most of the major sights—and there are many, including 
the Vienna Opera House, the Imperial Palace, Parliament and more—are 
found on this boulevard, which makes much of the sightseeing a snap. 

And of course, Vienna is no slouch in the palace department. Sights like 
Schonbrunn Palace and the Imperial Palace give Versailles a run for its mon- 
ey. My favorite moment: a gay guy pointed to a giant chandelier in the ball- 
room of Schonbrunn and exclaimed, “Оћ ту God, we have that same one!" 

At night, Vienna lights up with productions at venues like the State 
Opera (also known as the Vienna Opera House), the Kursalon and the 
Spanish Riding School, where the Lipizzaner Stallions perform. 

'The Vienna Opera House is flat-out one of the most stunning the- 
atres, inside and out, that you will ever see. People dress to impress 
here—you'll often see lots of formalwear (although it's certainly not re- 
quired). The Kursalon is a smaller theatre, but with an equally amazing 
pedigree—and is also a gorgeous venue to behold. Both offer classical 
concerts (the Opera also offers ballet). You'll want to hold hands just 
sitting in these extraordinary settings. 

The Spanish Riding School is the home of the Lipizzaner Stallions, 
who are trained within an inch of their lives to do incredibly intricate 
"dressage" (very controlled, stylized jumps and movements). This is yet 
another stunning venue—even if the stage is dirt—with chandeliers and 
lots of beautifully dressed patrons. You can get standing room tickets 
here for $25-30. 


SALZBURG 
Many Danube river cruises stop in Linz, Austria, from which you can 
take an excursion to Salzburg, the birthplace of Mozart and home to the 


(Clockwise from top 
left) Prague Castle 
and the Charles 
Bridge. Vienna Opera 
House. Salzburg, The 
Sound of Music 
Mansion. Budapest. 


sights used in The Sound of Music. Salzburg's Old Town is a photogra- 
pher's wet dream in itself; then add the Sound of Music tour (which gets 
4.5-4.75 stars on the various review sites) and you have an incredibly 
memorable experience. Even if you're only a mild fan of the musical, 
you'll come away from this tour wanting to twirl on a mountaintop. Bone 
up on your SOM songs; you'll be singing along to them on the tour bus! 


BUDAPEST 

Budapest is, of course, two ancient cities—one known as Buda, the 
other Pest (pronounced with an “h”, as in *Pesht")—that were joined to- 
gether in the late 1800s. Conde Nast Traveler calls Budapest “the world's 
second-best city," and for good reason. It has incredible Art Nouveau ar- 
chitecture, amazing food (a lot more than just goulash), and hot mineral 
springs that fuel the wildly popular Turkish baths. 

One of the great joys of Budapest is floating down the Danube past 
the stunning museums and government buildings. Some river cruises 
include a nighttime sail that gives you a chance to capture fabulous pho- 
tos ofthe brilliantly lit buildings. If this doesn't put stars in your partner's 
eyes, nothing will. 

And those baths. (Minds out of the gutter, please.) "Taking the wa- 
ters" has been a favorite pastime here since Roman times. You can take 
your choice of bathhouses, from medieval Turkish-era baths to Art Nou- 
veau baths that are incredibly palatial to modern, contemporary spas 
with amazing water slides. 

Budapest is the perfect end to a Danube river cruise—talk about a big 
finish! When you disembark in Budapest, you'll have concluded a Euro- 
pean jaunt that you will never forget. More than one person has elected, at 
the last minute, to stay on the ship and sail all the way back again. B 


Eric Poole is Director of Marketing for Brand g Vacations, the LGBT River 
Cruise Experts. 
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FROM PARIS 
ТО PRAGUE 


ALONG GERMAN RIVERS 
ONE 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR / PHOTOGRAPHY BY LYDIA PRUETT 


The swans were late for work. They’d been floating past our cabin’s 
balcony every day since boarding Viking Cruise’s riverboat Alsvin as we 
made our scenic way through Germany. We were sailing along the Mo- 
sel, Rhine and Main Rivers, bookended by land excursions in Europe’s 
hottest destinations, Paris and Prague. 

So let me ask you: is that the trip of a lifetime, or not? I'm treated 
onboard like the goddess I was surely meant to be, starting with the 
morning service to my spacious, window-walled stateroom, so swift 
that, returning from the belt-busting breakfasts—Benedicts, omelets, 
smoked salmon—my room was camera-ready, with my tossed socks me- 
ticulously folded and a bookmark inserted in my paperback (which there 
was no incentive to open, anyway, because the passing scenery gave us 
front seats in a travelogue that beat any bodice-ripper). 

Perks included premier products in the bathroom, where my toes 
met heated floors, to movies on demand upon the intimate, 280-passen- 
ger ship, complete with chaises on the sundeck and meals worthy of Mi- 
chelin stars—not to mention complimentary wine and beer while dining 
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and evening entertainment. It’s totally tempting to remain onboard 24/7, 
but not with those picturesque, historic towns ready to welcome us via 
daily free walking excursions led by local experts. 

First port of call: Trier, Germany’s oldest city—inhabited by Celts 
long before Augustus’ Roman troops marched in to create a “second 
Rome.” But it was Emperor Diocletian who erected those lavish build- 
ing projects in his own honor. Many remain, including Porta Nigra, a 
formidable gate in the city’s four-mile wall, along with thermal baths, a 
huge amphitheater (lions vs. Christians) and behemoth basilica, all open 
to visit—as is the nearby Liebfrauenkirch of 1235, laying claims as the 
oldest Gothic church in Germany. 

Trier’s other famous son bashed everything Constantine adored: 
Karl Marx of The Communist Manifesto fame. Ironically, his birth home is 
now the euro equivalent of a dollar store. Spy it en route to the vivacious 
Market Square, bounded by glamorous half-timbered houses and gate to 
the former Jewish ghetto. 

Next, on to photo-ready Bernkastel, through the first of scores of 
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river locks (cameras out, eyes peeled), past the initial thousand-or-so 
vineyards we'll spot, climbing like green corn rows up the scalps of 
near-vertical hillsides. 

Timing is everything. We arrived at the height of the town's annual 
wine festival, in the throes of a boisterous parade of costumed revel- 
ers and tootling oompah band. The cobblestones spilled with seriously 
partying seniors, swaying with locked arms as they bellowed drinking 
songs. Even more wine stalls lined the riverbank, pouring excellent Ries- 
ling at two euros a brimful glass. 

We awoke in Cochem the next morning as fog drifted across the facade 
of its majestic castle, left in ruin after Napoleon rampaged through town. 
'Today it's been restored to its Renaissance glory, where seven of its 50 
rooms open to visit flaunt fireplaces paved in Delft tiles, walls with hidden 
passages, a hunting room hung with boar heads and antlers, and knights' ar- 
mor clanking. In Cochem's cozy Town Square, we succumb to an indulgent 
pastry before browsing shops overhanging the cobbled streets. 

In Koblenz, the Mosel mingles with the mighty Rhine at Deutsches 
Eck (“German Corner"), presided over by a giant statue of Kaiser Wil- 
helm on his uber-horse. Graceful riverside promenades are shaded by 
the 12th-century Basilica of St. Kastor, gleaming with joyously painted 
spines spanning its chalk-white ceiling. The 12th-century Liebfraukirche 
anchors a pretty square that's hub of tempting shopping streets. 

Koblenz is the launching point of the legendary Middle Rhine—the 
rock star of the journey, studded with formidable Medieval fortress-cas- 
tles and picturesque ruins that dominate hillsides at every bend. Lazing 
on the sundeck, we watch trains scooting along the riverbank and small 
towns ready for their close-up. Then, time for dinner: rack of lamb or 
halibut? Duck breast or pepper-seared salmon? Just say yes. 

Today is another “oldest.” Heidelberg boasts the oldest university 
in Germany; some of its students joined us for lunch and conversation 
in the Hotel Ritter, a landmark since 1592. Skip dessert in favor of the 
local sweet called sneeball—snowball—which is anything but: layers of 
piecrust glued with chocolate. 

Yet another castle dominates the skyline—this one looking like an 
out-of-control Home Depot project. Past its moat, filled with wild animals 
to eat or be eaten by, stands this home of 17-year-old royal newlyweds 
Friedrich and Elizabeth. Hubby built his bride a romantic gateway, rose 
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garden, and aviary. Add-ons over the decades include a library, ladies' 
quarters, and guard rooms, churning from Gothic to Renaissance to Ba- 
roque until felled by fire, which left only these photo-ready ruins. 

Тће town's main street is ап expanse of mug-and-T-shirt shops, 
motivating us to scurry back to the boat to dine, this time, on truffled 
cassoulet, mesclun and fresh fig salad, and pork tenderloin, girding us 
for the next day's excursion along the Romantic Road (unromantically 
closed for construction) to decidedly romantic Rothenberg: Germany's 
best-preserved medieval village and intact city wall, which the brave may 
climb to peer onto tiled roofs, church spires, and blooming gardens. 

St. Jakob's Church is home to an elaborately carved wooden altar 
and stony saints pacing its exterior. A former monastery enfolds the 
Museum of Crime and Torture—spiked chairs, Iron Maidens, shaming 
masks, chastity belts—utilized to induce a confession rather than as pun- 
ishment. We paused for lunch at Glock on classic fare: potato soup, brat- 
wurst with sauerkraut, apple strudel—before heading to Wurzburg to 
visit the prince-bishop's residential extravaganza, which puts Versailles 
to shame. He hired Italian bold-name painter Tiepolo for the frescoes 
above the grand staircase leading to the voluptuous White Hall, Imperial 
Hall, and sumptuous chapel anchoring the Baroque garden. 

Nurnberg's next, site of the infamous Nazi Party Rally grounds of 
1935, with its pulpit for Hitler's rants and pillars flaunting swastika flags. 
Then the Palace of Justice, where war crimes were tried. Finally. Bam- 
berg, a medieval city honored by UNESCO as a World Heritage site, 
where we bid goodbye to our boat. 

Its Town Hall, sporting murals like medieval billboards, is planted 
smack in the middle of the river, whose bridge leads to a worth-the-climb 
Cathedral, housing the tomb of Henry II and the famed Bamberg Rider 
statue (Horse in a church? Only here). Aside it hover the half-timbered 
houses prized as а movie set for The Three Musketeers. А rose garden 
overlooks Bamberg's generous supply of breweries, where its special 
rauch bier (smoked beer) reigns. It's admittedly an acquired taste 
(which I was quick to acquire). 

Тће trip began in Paris, including a bus tour of that luminous city's fa- 
bled highlights, then plentiful free time to explore—for me, the Marais, 
boho Latin Quarter, a couple of museums, dinners of beef tartare—be- 
fore boarding a coach heading to Luxembourg, and a peek into advanced 
civilization employed at a Burger King comfort stop, where we found 
bottles of bubbly Taittinger and Veuve Cliquot on its shelves. (Fries with 
that? Luxembourg's genteel capital invokes primo people-watching 
from the town square, fringed with outdoor cafes. 

Our journey ended in vivacious Prague with another tour—fabled 
castle and Charles Bridge to the lively town square's clock tower and 
another duck dinner diviine. To join the fun, visit www.vikingriver- 
cruises.com . № 
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The grooms commissioned a beautiful 30” tall 
Minnesota “guest book” wall hanging from 
3NailsDesigns found at Etsy.com. The wood is 
cedar and was stained and finished to be written on 
by guests. 


| Ton's Parent Mguyen’s Parents 
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All signs/graphics were designed and framed by the 
groom, Nguyen Bui. 
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Instead of hiring a photo booth company, the 


NS AN grooms used an iPad attached to a tripod and 
6 и bought a photo booth app called Simple Booth. 
The wedding cake was made by Key's Café and They gathered props together, made a sign, and 
Bakery in Woodbury. It was an almond cake filled had the guests have their own fun! In total they 
with raspberry. The cake toppers were found salt spent $120.00; it was positioned the entire night 
and pepper shakers. and it didn't need anyone to watch over it. 
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_ Receptions and ceremonies are typically held The outside of the barn is lit up with almost any 
in the hayloft space, the hayloft doors open and color, the color is chosen whomever is holding 
close at a touch of a button. the event. 


Green Acres Event Center is a turnkey event 
venue; linens, place settings, and most décor 
is provided by the venue. Most couples at the 

venue only need to worry about the centerpieces 
and any additional décor/wants. The pinwheels 
were handcrafted by the groom, Nguyen Bui. 
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In lieu of table numbers, the grooms named each table after places of significance to either groom The first floor connects to the grain silo which is 
individually or both of them as a couple. The place cards were designed by the groom, Nguyen Bui, used as a wine cellar and is a great space for the 
and printed on SocialPrintStudio.com. wedding party to get dressed. 
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* Modern guest rooms that are stylish warm, 
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* AC Lounge, featuring the AC Hotels' Signature 
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and desserts 


* AC Kitchen, serving a fresh European- 
influenced breakfast 
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Join LAVENDER for an evening of Scandinavian 
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Experience wine tastings, awesome food and some extraordinary 
cocktails with Puustelli’s design team. Puustelli will discuss kitchen 
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Puustelli 
1624 W Lake Street • Minneapolis 
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STANDARD 
6 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


Family-Owned Since 1930 
Service On All Brands 


LAST CHANCE TO BEAT Ж 
THE WINTER RUSH! ААИ 


Financing Available 
(on approved credit) 


CALL TODAY! 
See for yourself why more than 475,000 
za ET Twin Cities homeowners have chosen 
ym or sou Standard Heating. 
you'll find them 
| оп MegaMates 


Heating & Cooling Systems 


1-888-MegaMates” WHATEVER 


IT TAKES. 


Minneapolis: 4 = іш 


— | 
(612) 294-9479 Contact Us Today! | 612-503-8090 | standardheating.com 


www.megamates.com 18+ 


JUKEBOX - VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
DARTS • PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM • SAT-SUN. 1 РМ-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 
Singles Pool ^ = — 


p 


TOURNAMENT _ 


Sunday, October 15 • 4 PM 


| 
а 


m | j 


to 50 words. Appears in print and our 


online edition for 2 weeks. NEVER A COVER CHARGE © = 


PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1952 
19 W. 15TH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS • (612) 871-5553 • FACEBOOK.COM/THEISBAR 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


CHIROPRACTORS 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


бщ) greengarage 


LOCATED RIGHT IN WHITTIER! 
SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS. 


® 
LaMettry's 
Collision, Glass and More! 
1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- Locally & family owned 


(HAGENS 2552 
FREE Estimates All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. 5, Mpls • 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


MOVEMENT 


IMPROVING LIFE BY IMPROVING MOVEMENT 
in 4 


ІВ — а 


Located іп Balance Fitness - 2902 Garfield Ave., Mpls. 


612-234-8777 * WWW.TCMOVEMENT.COM 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ. 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI • 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


PD? 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured ® 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS + TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS‘ PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


INSURANCE 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


uptownoskinspa 

dermatology Ста“ РЯ 
Education 
Experience 


7 Excellence 
LA ...With a smile. 


- Healthy Skin, it’s a 

Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 
1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 

612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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саз 


651-188-1808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Tile • Laminate * Vinyl • Wood 


CARPET • HARDWOOD • TILE * LAMINATE • VINYL 
CONVENIENT, COMFORTABLE AND RESPECTFUL! 
Call us at 612 588-9999 or visit us online to make an appointment! 


Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


952-853-9077 


More Options. More Discounts. 


FARMERS 


v INSURANCE 


ew» State Farm’ № 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


JEWELERS 


3PX 


Emily Thelemann 


NES 
Custom Jeweler 5. 
612.470.7776 | Custom. Redesign. Repair 


SHIMMERINGCARBON.COM f © 


ТНЕ МЕТМОРК 
ен ВИ НЕ cec mau 


REAL ESTATE 


KELLERWILLIAMS 
PREFERRED REALTY 


Did the Fall Weddings issue of 
Lavender get you thinking? 
Every couple needs a home! 
Call me to start looking today! 


cgollop@kw.com 
twincitieshomeschuckgollop.com (ЕН 


Real Estate & Property Management 


Scott T. Haubrich 
Broker 
612-298-5400 
Scott@BuyRentSell.com 
www.BuyRentSell.com 


[H 


COLDUJGLL 
BANKER û 


(22 
Making Dreams Соте Home** 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 aa 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


SE WORLD 
А 


612-672-0556 


241 2ND AVE N | MINNEAPOLIS, ММ 55401 


612-333-0599 


2513RD AVE 5 | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415 


À 


612-345-4676 


314 FIRST AVE N | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 5540 


651-464-7529 


TI9 LAKE ST | FOREST LAKE, MN 55025 


507-252-1997 


220 FIRST AVE SW | ROCHESTER, MN 55902 


АМОВЕМУ 
CHRISTIAN. 


à "SHOPSEXWORLD.COM — 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & Trust, 
Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Protection, 
Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, South 
Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association Greater 
Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. (218] 454- 
2039, GusLaw.net 


EMPLOYMENT 


Can Can Wonderland is looking for a Bar Manager, 
bartenders, and people interested in learning to 
become a bartender. Please sent your cover letter 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in bodywork 
at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South Minneapolis (d 
(612) 306-5323. 


REVERENT MASSAGE. Rejuvenate your body, mind 
and spirit... Call or text for prices and availability. 
Tony: [612] 326-0518. 


RENTALS 


CLASSIC BEAUTY! 
3602 12TH AVE. S. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55407 
New kitchen with stone 
countertops, tile bath, 
large windows & wood 
floors throughout make 
this large 2-BR upper 
inviting. Security, CA, 
offstreet parking, 
storage. 
$1425 + Deposit 


612.618.8976 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 


St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax. com George Morris 


Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


and resume to info(àcancanwonderland.com. 


Adult 
DB Graphics... 
Megaphon: 


Apparel & Accessories 
Costumes Plus 
Bleu Dove Wedding Services... 


Arts & Entertainment 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre: 
Electric Fetu: 
Germanic-American Institu 
Hennepin Theatre Trust .. 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
The Minnesota Opera .... 


о © фо X00 


Automotive 

Fiat Minneapolis. 
LaMettry's Collision 
Mister Car Wash.... 


Bars & Nightlife 


Beauty & Relaxation 

The Clinic for Aesthetic Beauty. 
Omni Plastic Surgery.. 
Waxing the City 


сом 


Beverages 


Casinos 
St. Croix Casino 


Event Venues & Services 
Lake Elmo Inn Event Center. 
Landmark Center............ 


Events 

Bingo A Go Go. 
Lavender's First Thursday: 
Lavender's Score Thursdays. 
The Wedding Guys 


Daas 


ADVERTISER INDEX 


Financial 
Associated Bank. 


Health & Wellness 

Linden Hills Dentistry. 
Mill District Dental 
Modern Eyewear. 
North Memorial Health Car: 


Home Furnishings & Accessories 
Habitation... 


Home Services 

Altus Architecture... 
House Lift Remodeler 
Magic Carpets... 
Owens Companies. 
Standard Heating & Air Conditioning, 


Insurance 
Bartell, Dawn 


Jewelry 
Arthur's Jewelers 
Jewelry by Johan. 


Scheherazade Jeweler: 
Stephen Vincent Desig 
Karin Jacobson Design 


Media & Communications 
Radio K 770 
Twin Cities Public Television... 


Optical 
Origins Eye Clinic 


Pet Products & Services 


Downtown Dogs 


Real Estate & Rentals 
Ruzick, Amy & Johnson, Kay.......... 


Religious 
SpringHouse Ministry Center ......... 


Restaurants 

Burger Moe's.. 
Crave Downtown 
Harriet Brasserie... 
Jax Cafe... 
Blue Plate 
Mercy. 
Nicollet 


Punch Bowl Socia 
Red Cow...... 
Sawatdee Thai 
МА. Frost and Company 


Sports & Recreation 
Osseo Power Sports 
Paradise Charter Cruises... 
Spirit Mountain 


Tobacco Products 
Vaping Studio 


Travel & Accommodation 
Odyseey Resorts 


Travel & Accommodations 
AC hole... 

Bluefin Bay on Lake Superior. 
Crowne Plaza Northstar Hotel....... 
Hyatt Place Minneapolis Downtown... 
The Marquette Hotel 
Water Street Inn ....... 


Wedding Resources 
Burbank Livingston Griggs Mansion... 
The Commodore Bar & Restaurant 
Hotel 340................. 
Saint Paul Athletic Club 
Stout's Island Lodge 
The University Club of Saint Paul 
The Woman's Club of Minneapoli 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436-4698 or 
email advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of LGBTQ communities through 
research, education and advocacy. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project AlDSLine 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including testing, 
care services, education around PrEP. 
2577 Territorial Road 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-2437 

Statewide: (800) 248-2437 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 
Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 202-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
L——————U————Á——————————— P—smsáá rij 


Minneapolis City Hall & Court 
House 

Step back in time and enjoy a historically 
beautiful wedding at the Minneapolis 
City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 


www.municipalbuildingcommission.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Clinic 555, St. Paul 


Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 

Providing free classes and peer support 
roups for people affected by mental 

illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. 
Confidential tests and treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave S., Ath Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 543-5555 


Reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


Twin Cities Public Television 
Enriching lives and strengthening our 
community through the power of media. 
172 E. Ath St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 229-1330 


www.tpt.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 
Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 


world and every period of human history. 


Free admission daily! 
2400 3rd Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites 
& Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located on 
the Green Line. Contemporary and early 
American modernism art. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
studentrun radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 

330 21st Ave S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 


www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
http://www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Located in downtown Anoka, offering a 
ull season of live theatre and intimate 
music events. 

420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

763) 712-3206 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area 
of public policy, anti-violence, education, 
training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


First Christian Church 

Come explore, be curious, and ask 
questions... a place where ALL are truly 
welcome. 
610 W. 28th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark’s 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith community 
welcoming all people. Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday School. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
Wisconsin 

Explore Wisconsin's north coast via 
beautiful Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
largest of the Apostle Islands. 

(715) 779-3335, 

(715) 747-2801 

www.bayfield.org, 
www.madelineisland.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


200 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 
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СОВЕ 


isn't just а four letter 
word anymore. 


Researchers at the U of M are focusing on studies to help discover 
new ways to eliminate HIV from the body. Results from these 
studies may guide science down new paths to hopefully cure HIV 
one day – but the only way to get there is by your participation. 


You are compensated fairly for your time. 


All gender identities, sexual orientations, races, and adults over 18 
are welcome. 


Multiple studies are enrolling right now. 
Call 612-626-8680 or email ЛА 
tpresley@umn.edu to see which UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
one is right for you. Driven to Discover" 


The doctor will see you 


-after-you-read-an-eld4ssue | 


N O R T = Find a clinic near you 


MEMORIAL HEALTH at northmemorial.com 


